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TO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 169448 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: BE, MASS 

SUBJECT: US ARMY PURCHASE OF BELGIAN MACHINE GUN 
REE: ACHILLES-PHILLIPS TELCON 8 JULY 

1 . IN ACCORDANCE WITH EMBASSY REQUEST EOR PRESS GUIDANCE, 
EMBASSY SHOULD INDICATE TO MEDIA QUESTIONERS THAT COURT 
DECISION DELAYING CONTRACTING UNTIL AFTER ISSUANCE OF 
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTING OFFICE (GAO) REPORT IS NOT UNUSUAL 
NOR WILL IT NECESSARILY DELAY ARMY PROCEEDING WITH CON- 
TRACT. ARMY IS PRESENTLY SEEKING AUTHORITY FROM CONGRESS 
TO REPROGRAM PY-1976 FUNDS IN ORDER TO CONCLUDE CONTRACT 
BUT CONGRESS IS IN RECESS AND WILL NOT RETURN UNTIL JULY 

19. SELECTION BY ARMY OF BELGIAN GUN WAS ON BASIS OF 
THOROUGH COMPETITIVE TESTING AGAINST US MANUFACTURED GUN 
AND TESTING WAS MONITORED BY GAO. GAO DRAFT REPORT INDI- 
CATES IT SUPPORTS ARMY DECISION IN EAVOR BELGIAN WEAPON. 
HOPEFULLY WHEN CONGRESS RETURNS AND APPROVES THE FUNDING 
THE CONTRACT-COULD BECONCLUDED BY THE END-OF AUGUST. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND MOD VANDEN BOEYNANTS HAS TOLD PRESS THAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 169448 

F-16 AIRCRAFT AND MACHINE GUN ARE SEPARATE PROBLEMS AND 
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THAT COURT CONTEST OF ARMY DECISION IS NORMAL IN PROCESS 
OF WEAPON ACQUISITION. EMBASSY SHOULD INDICATE THAT MOD 
STATEMENT IS ENTIRELY CORRECT. KISSINGER 
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